


Aerial Overview of Madison City Campground, Madison, IN
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November 23, 2009

Jose Sepulveda, District Administrator
Federal Highway Administration

330 West Broadway

Frankfort, K'Y 40601

RE: US 421 Milton-Madison Bridge Project
Condition of Madison’s Ferry Street Boat Ramp

Dear Mr. Sepulveda:

The City of Madison wishes to clarify the status of the former boat ramp leading to the
Ohio River at the end of Ferry Street in Madison. The site is no longer an active boat
launch site and is not epen for public use. Access to the facility and the river from Ferry
Street has been blocked off with a wire cable barricade and closed signs. The facility was
closed because the river current creates eddies and makes this location unsafe for
launching and trailering small recreational watercraft. The city has no plans to use this
facility as a boat launch in the future. There is a functional public boat ramp located
between Jefferson and West Streets downtown that serves the recreational boating needs
of Madison’s citizens.

If the Ferry Street ramp is improved to serve as a ferry docking site during the closure
period for the US 421 Bridge, the city asks that any improvements would be removed at
the end of the construction period. The city is not interested in maintaining the improved
facility following the bridge construction period.

Pictures of the existing boat ramp facility are included for your records.

Sincerely,
THOENN
Tim Armstrong K

Mayor of Madison Y\ |

Date: //;f;’?{f?!ﬁq v




Condition of the former boat ramp near Ferry Street in Madison
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Condition of the former boat ramp near Ferry Street in Madison
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US.Department Kentucky Division Office 330 West Broadway
of Transportation José M. Sepulveda, Division Administrator Erankfort, KY 40601
Federal Highway PH. (502) 223-6720
Administration + December 11, 2009 FAX (502) 223-6735
In Reply Refer To:
HPD-KY

The Honorable Denny Jackson, Mayor
Mayor of Milton

10179 US Highway 421 N

Milton, Kentucky 40045

Dear Mayor Jackson:

The Kentucky Division Office of the Federal Highway Administration (F HWA) requests
your written concurrence on transportation impacts regarding:

US 421 Milton-Madison Bridge Project
Use of Milton Boat Ramp in Milton, Kentucky
For Operation of a Temporary Ferry Service
KYTC Item Number 5-135.8

Department of Transportation regulations under Section 4(f), codified in 23 USC 138 with
implementing regulations in 23 CFR 774, provide resource protection in that the FHWA
cannot use land from a publicly owned recreation area unless there is no prudent and feasible
avoidance alternative. However, the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation
Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) allows a de minimis finding for impacts on
publicly owned recreation areas. This resolves a conflict between strict avoidance of public
recreation areas and allowance of projects that may be neutral or even benefit the resource.

The City of Milton owns and maintains the public launching boat ramp, located at the
northern end of Ferry Street as shown on the attached map. FHWA requests your
consideration in the use of the Milton Boat Ramp to operate a temporary ferry service
between Milton, Kentucky and Madison, Indiana for the Milton to Madison Bridge Project.
The Milton Boat Ramp currently is a paved boat launch facility with parking immediately
cast of the US 421 bridge. The boat ramp is the only free facility of its kind available for
public use in Trimble County. While FHWA will not convert the ramp into a permanent
transportation facility, we would like to temporarily use the boat ramp area for the ferry
service that will be operating during the bridge closure phase of the project. This ferry
service is important for maintenance of cross river traffic in order to help sustain community
connectivity and the local economies during the bridge closure.




We intend to make a de minimis finding for the transportation use of the Milton Boat Ramp
to operate a ferry service during bridge closure. With your agreement, this project with the
proposed impact avoidance, minimization, and mitigation or enhancement measures
incorporated into the project, does not adversely affect the activities, features, and attributes
that qualify the Milton Boat Ramp for protection under Section 4(f).

In consultation with the City of Milton we propose the following impact avoidance,
minimization, and mitigation or enhancement measures to be incorporated into the project:

e FHWA will improve the boat launch to a condition acceptable to handle the
anticipated temporary ferry traffic volumes, vehicle queuing and storage.

e Following the bridge closure period and operation of the ferry service, the improved
facility will be returned to the city for public use as a boat ramp.

e The boat ramp will have improved waterfront access for small boats and a new
sidewalk connection to Ferry Street.

Prior to bridge construction activities, FHWA or its designee will:

e In order to continue to provide the public access to the Ohio River, FHWA will
develop an alternative boat launch site and parking area nearby for public use prior to
the conversion of the existing ramp to a ferry facility. This will mitigate the impact
of the loss of the use of the public launch facility during the period of the ferry
operation.

e FHWA will coordinate with the city to determine the most appropriate location for
this temporary facility, likely west of the bridge with access from Cooper’s Bottom
Road.

Following replacement of the US 421 Ohio River Bridge superstructure, FHWA or one of its
designees will:

e If the City of Milton desires, the nearby alternative boat launch site can be left in
place if the City of Milton would agree to accept maintenance responsibility.

e If the City of Milton does not wish to maintain the alternative boat launch site the site
will be restored to the existing condition or better.

At the January 2010 public hearing for the Milton-Madison Bridge Project, the public will be
given an opportunity to discuss the use of the boat ramp and other Section 4(f) resources.

We are requesting that the City concur in our determination that the Section 4(f) de minimis
rule can be applied to the temporary use of the Milton Boat Ramp. Please provide your
signature below indicating a concurrence with our determination that with our proposed
impact avoidance, minimization, and mitigation or enhancement measures the project will
not adversely affect the activities, features, and attributes that qualify the Milton Boat Ramp
for protection under Section 4(f).

If you have any questions you may contact me at (502) 223-6747.



Concur:

o

Sincerely

Program Delivery Team Leader

Denny Jacksbn, Mé?//
City of Milton

Date /}/J}/&?

¢: David Waldner, KYTC - DEA








